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210 million gal. oil
The Persian Gulf Oil Spill was 
the largest international oil spill 
ever. Oil valves were opened, 
and the result was an oil flat 
that was 4000 square miles 
wide and 4 inches thick. 

               200 million gal. oil
The Gulf Oil Spill is the biggest oil 
spill that occurred accidentally. 
The oil seeped from a ruptured 
well and lot of people say it was 
almost invisible recently.

140 million gal. oil
The Atlantic Empress 
Oil Spill happened 
because of a natural 
disaster on the coast 
of Tobago. 

Objects Commonly 
Found in Trash Gyres

Est. 
Decomposition 
Time of Various 

Items

           Plastic Bag 1000 yrs

         Plastic Pipe 400 yrs

          Water Bottle 1000 yrs

          Tin Cans             1000 yrs

      Cigarette Butts   100 yrs

We are Polluting our Oceans:
Oil Spills & Trash

27 mil. tons 

Why should we care about oil spills?
Because the first step to doing is caring. If we don’t start 
trying to fix the major problem these spills have become, 
then the spills will continue to increase in size and severity. 
The ocean water will only get worse,and the animals and 
ecosystems that depend on the ocean will start to decline in 
health as well. Instead of just fixing these spills after they 
occur, we should try to prevent them from happening in the 
first place.

Key

To-Do:
-Connect 
text-boxes to 
specific drops
-Make sure all 
drops are in 
good places
-

Top oil spills in 1000 tons
Exxon Valdez (Alaska):  37
Sea star: 115
Torrey Canyon: 119
Odyssey: 132
Haven: 144
Amoco Cadiz: 223
Castillo de Bellver: 252
ABT Summer: 260
Nowruz Oil Field: 272
Atlantic Empress (Trinidad and Tobago): 287
Ixtoc1 (Gulf of Mexico): 476
Deepwater Horrizon: 700
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